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A SHORT HISTORY OF SAFFRONWALDEN
For th e fou r h u ndred years of th e Romanera th ere was nev er more th ana small settlement in
wh at th e later Saxoninh abitants called "weala-denu " ("Valleyof th e Britons") and we now
call SaffronWalden. Byth e writing of th e DomesdayBook in1 0 8 6 , h owev er, th ere was a
v illag e of abou t 1 2 0 h ou seholds.
Inth e 1 1 3 0 s and 1 1 4 0 s th e NormanLord of th e Manor Geoffreyde Mandev ille 3 rd Earl of
Essexdid th ree th ing s th at led toWaldenbecoming th e economic and administrativ e centre
of th e area; h e bu ilt th e castle, mov ed th e mark et from Newport and fou nded a Benedictine
Priory. Th e castle k eepru ins canbe seentodayand th e mark et is still h eld onTu esdays and
Satu rdays. Th e Priorybecame WaldenAbbeyin1 1 9 0 ; it was g iv entoSir Thomas Au dleyin
1 5 3 8 du ring th e dissolu tionof th e monasteries, and h e u sed it tocreate Au dleyEnd Hou se.
Inth e 1 2 3 0 s th e Earls of Essex, now de Boh u ns, set ou t a new ambitiou s townplaninclu ding
some earlier elements with a g rid system of streets, a new mark et place and a new ch u rch .
Th ese elements canstill be seeninth e towncentre today. Byth e late 1 3 0 0 s th e area arou nd
Waldenh ad beg u ntog row th e saffroncrocu s and byth e early1 5 0 0 s was th e centre of th e
saffronindu stryinth is cou ntry. Su ch was its importance th at th e townadopted th e name of
SaffronWaldenand its leg acyis reflected inth e wealth of timber-framed bu ilding s of th is
time and th e larg est parish ch u rch inEssex, completed in1 5 2 5 .
SaffronWaldenh as a major place inth e ev olu tionof democracyinth is cou ntry. Inth e spring
of 1 6 4 7 with one civ il war won, th e New Model Armyu nder Sir Thomas Fairfaxsplit with
Parliament and was ordered not toapproach London. Fairfaxsettled onSaffronWaldenas h is
h eadqu arters and billeted h is soldiers inth e area. Debates were h eld inth e parish ch u rch wh ere
for th e first time ev er ordinarysoldiers elected representativ es tospeak for th em. Ev entu ally
ev enOliv er Cromwell MP was persu aded toth row inh is lot with th e New Model Army.
Th e decline of th e saffronindu stry inth e sev enteenth and eig h teenth centu ry led tolittle
dev elopment or expansioninth e town. Th ere were few new hou ses bu ilt at th is time bu t some
refacing of old hou ses and a new Georg iantownh all bu ilt inth e 1 7 6 0 s.
Prosperity retu rned inth e nineteenth centu rywith th e g rowth of th e malting and brewing
indu stries and with farming still at th e centre of th e area's economy. Th e Gibsons, whowere
bank ers and brewers, were one of th e wealth iest families inth e town. Th eywere Qu ak ers and
g reat ph ilanth ropists and were inv olv ed in th e fou nding of th e mu seu m, th e library, th e
hospital, th e transfer of th e Friends’ School toth e townfrom Croydon, dig g ing wells and
ev entu ally bring ing th e branch line of th e railway in 1 8 6 5 . Th e Victorianprosperity is
reflected inbu ilding s arou nd th e Mark et Squ are and toth e sou th of th e town.
Ch ang es inth e twentieth centu ryh av e inclu ded th e demise of th e branch line of th e railway
in1 9 6 4 , th e stopping of th e reg u lar liv estock mark ets, larg e modernhou sing dev elopments
onth e ou tsk irts and latterlyinfill dev elopments inth e towncentre. SaffronWaldentodayh as
a popu lationof some 1 5 ,0 0 0 people and is widelyrecognised as a safe, h ealth yplace toliv e
with ineasyreach of Londonand Cambridg e.

Fu nded by

ALMSHOUSESParkLaneandAbbeyLane
Theearliestalmshousewasbuiltin1400bya
charityfoundedbyJohnandElizabethButler.
Thebuildingwasintheformoftwocourtyards
eachwithtendwellings.After1633thebuilding
fellintodisrepairandthosenowgroupedinPark
LaneandAbbeyLanewerebuiltin1834andare
thereplacementsandextensionsoftheoriginal.
AUDLEYENDHOUSE&GARDENS
AudleyEnd,CB114JFTel:01799522842
www.english-heritage.org.uk
BuiltbyThomasHoward,EarlofSuffolk,Lord
TreasurertoKingJamesI.AudleyEndisoneof
England’smostmagnificentstatelyhomeswith
over30lavishlydecoratedrooms,interiorsby
RobertAdamandawonderfulcollectionof
paintingsandfurnishings.ExploretheCapability
Brownparkland,19thcenturyparterreandthe
organicwalledkitchengarden,stablesandservice
wing.
AUDLEYENDMINIATURERAILWAY
TheAudleyEndMiniatureRailwayissituated
acrosstheroadfromAudleyEndHouse.Itwas
firstopenedin1964andnowconsistsofa1.5mile
(2.4km)rideonLordBraybrooke’sprivate101/4
inchgaugeminiaturerailwaythroughestate
woodland.Childrenallenjoylookingforthe
teddieshiddeninthewoodswhileadultswillbe
remindedofabygoneera.www.audley-end-
railway.co.uk
BAPTISTCHURCHHighStreet
In1774theBaptistssplitwiththeirfellow
NonconformistswhoworshippedinAbbey
LaneIndependentChurch.Theyboughtan
orchardonthepresentsiteandbuiltthefirst
Baptistchurchthere.Thepresentchurchwas
builtin1878-9.Itslatestadditionistheglass
doorwithasaffroncrocusdesign.Infrontof
thechurchisthetown’swarmemorial.
THECOMMON&TURFMAZE
TheoldestofSaffronWalden’sopenspaces,
theCommon,isameadowonwhichthelocal
peoplehadgrazingrightsanditwasalsoused
forsucheventsastournaments.Ontheeastern
sideisthelargestturflabyrinthstillsurviving

inEurope.The‘path’windsforaboutonemile
throughtheturfwithinacircle100feet(30.5
mtrs)indiameter.
FRIENDS’MEETINGHOUSEHighStreet
TheQuakersstillgatheratthismeetingplacein
theHighStreetwheretheyfirstmetin1676.
TheMeetingHousewasalteredmanytimes
overtheyearsandwasrebuiltinthe1870sby
theGibsons.
FRIENDS’SCHOOLMountPleasantRoad
TheFriends’SchoolmovedfromCroydonto
SaffronWaldenin1879,whenthepresent
establishmentwasbuiltofredbrickandina
TudorstylebythearchitectEdwardBurgess.
SAFFRONSCREEN
SaffronWalden’sIndependent,notforprofit
cinema,openeveryFriday,Saturday,Sunday
andMonday,withadditionalscreeningsin
schoolholidays.Thecinemashowsarangeof
mainstream,independent,art-houseand
children’sfilms,aswellasawiderangeoflive
specialevents.Openedin2006,ithasa
comfortable200seatauditoriumwithawide
screenandfullsurroundsound,refreshments
andfreeparking.www.saffronscreen.com
SAFFRONHALL
SaffronHallisanawardwinning,730seat
performancespacewithinthegroundsof
SaffronWaldenCountyHighSchool.Saffron
Hallhostsanannualseasonofconcertsand
eventsfeaturinglocal,nationalandinternational
artists.OpenedinNovember2013,the£10
millionhallhasamuch-praisedflexibleacoustic
andstate-of-the-artfacilitiesthatsurpassthoseof
moreestablishedvenues.www.saffronhall.com
UNITEDREFORMEDCHURCHAbbey
Lane
Theplaceofworshipforanotherofthe
Nonconformistgroups,theUnitedReformed
Churchwasbuiltin1811asaCongregational
Chapel.WithanIonicfour-columnportico,it
replacedtheoriginalchurchof1694,whichin
turnwasbuiltonthesiteofthebarnwherethe
congregationfirstworshipped.

Fordetailsofopeningtimesandanyotherinformationcontact
SaffronWaldenTouristInformationCentreon:01799524002

OTHERPLACESOFINTERESTINSAFFRONWALDEN

ToCambridge&M11

B18
4

BRIDGEEND
GARDEN Brid

geSt

LITTLE
W

A
LD

EN
RD

B1052

ToLt.Walden&
Linton

TownTrailArea

SwanMeadow
CarPark

ParkLane

AbbeyLaneH
IG

H
ST

RE
ET

George

Street
HillStreet

G
ol

d
St

Fa
ir

yc
ro

ft
Rd

EastSt

AUDLEYROAD

DistrictCouncil
Offices

LONDONRD

D
EB

D
EN

RO
A

D

SO
U

TH
RO

A
D

Boro
ugh

Lane

MountPleasantRoad

FriendsSchool

ToDebden

AudleyEndHouse&
MiniatureRailway

2Mile

AudleyEndRoad

CountyHighSchool
SaffronScreen
SaffronHall

2MilestoAudleyEnd
RailwayStation

W
en

d
en

s
A

m
bo

Road

N
ew

p
ortRoad

PL
EA

SA
N

T
VA

LL
EY

PEASLANDSROAD

LordButler
LeisureCentre
OneMinet
SkatePark

ASHDONROADToAshdon

RADWINTERROAD

B1053
ToRadwinter
&Haverhill

TH
A

X
TE

D
RO

A
D

B
18

4

ToThaxted&
Gt.Dunmow

A Saffro n Walden In itiative Pro ject

TOURISTINFORMATIONCENTRE
MarketPlace,CB101HRTel:01799524002
OpeningTimes:
Mon–Sat9.30am–5.00pm
BankHolidays10.30am–1.00pm
(ApriltoAugustonly)
BUSES
ThemainbusstopsareontheHighStreet.For
timetablescontacttheTouristInformation
Centre.
RAILTRAVEL
ThenearestrailwaystationisatAudleyEnd
Station,about2miles(3.2km)fromthecentre
ofSaffronWalden.
RailEnquiries–Tel:08457484950
CARPARKING
FairycroftRoad–shortstay&cycleracks
TheCommon–shortstay&cycleracks
RoseandCrown–shortstay
SwanMeadow–shortandlongstay&
coachparking

TOILETS
HillStreet,8am–6pm
BridgeEndGarden,restrictedopeningtimes
POLICESTATION
EastStreet,CB101LXTel:101
LIBRARY
2KingStreet,CB101ESTel:01799523178
MARKETS
HeldintheMarketPlaceonTues&Sat.
MUSEUM
SaffronWaldenMuseum,MuseumStreet,
CB101JLTel:01799510333
www.saffronwaldenmuseum.org
FRYARTGALLERY
OffCastleStreet,CB101BD
Tel:01799513779foropeningtimes
www.fryartgallery.org

www.visitsaffronwalden.g ov.uk
www.facebook.com/saffronwalden Twitter: @swtic
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For the four hundred years of the Roman era there was never more than a small settlement in 
what the later Saxon inhabitants called “weala-denu” (“Valley of the Britons”) and we now 
call Saffron Walden. However, by the time the Doomsday Book was written in 1086, there was 
a village of about 120 households.

In the 1130s and 1140s the Norman Lord of the Manor Geoffrey de Mandeville 3rd Earl of 
Essex did three things that led to Walden becoming the economic and administrative centre 
of the area; he built the castle, moved the market from Newport and founded a Benedictine 
Priory. The castle keep ruins can be seen today and the market is still held on Tuesdays and 
Saturdays. The Priory became Walden Abbey in 1190; it was given to Sir Thomas Audley in 
1538 during the dissolution of the monasteries, and he used it to create Audley End House.

In the 1230s the Earls of Essex, now de Bohuns, set out a new ambitious town plan including 
some earlier elements with a grid system of streets, a new market place and a new church. 
These elements can still be seen in the town centre today. By the late 1300s the area around 
Walden had begun to grow the saffron crocus and by the early 1500s was the centre of the 
saffron industry in this country. Such was its importance that the town adopted the name of 
Saffron Walden and its legacy is reflected in the wealth of timber-framed buildings of this 
time and the largest parish church in Essex, completed in 1525.

Saffron Walden has a major place in the evolution of democracy in this country. In the spring 
of 1647 with one civil war won, the New Model Army under Sir Thomas Fairfax split with 
Parliament and was ordered not to approach London. Fairfax settled on Saffron Walden as his 
headquarters and billeted his soldiers in the area. Debates were held in the parish church where 
for the first time ever ordinary soldiers elected representatives to speak for them. Eventually 
even Oliver Cromwell MP was persuaded to throw in his lot with the New Model Army.

There was little development or expansion of the town in the 17th and 18th centuries due to 
the decline of the saffron industry. However, there was some refacing of old houses, and the 
Georgian Town Hall was built in the 1760s.

Prosperity returned in the nineteenth century with the growth of the malting and brewing 
industries and with farming still at the centre of the area’s economy. The Gibsons, who were 
bankers and brewers, were one of the wealthiest families in the town. They were Quakers and 
great philanthropists and were involved in the founding of the museum, the library, the 
hospital, the transfer of the Friends’ School to the town from Croydon, digging wells and 
eventually bringing the branch line of the railway in 1865. The Victorian prosperity is 
reflected in buildings around the Market Square and to the south of the town.

Changes in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries have included the demise of the branch line 
of the railway in 1964, the stopping of the regular livestock markets, large modern housing  
developments on the outskirts and latterly infill developments in the town centre. Saffron 
Walden has a growing population of 15,000 people and is widely recognised as a safe, healthy 
place to live within easy reach of London and Cambridge.

TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE
Market Place, CB10 1HR Tel: 01799 524002
Opening Times:
Mon – Sat 9.30am – 5.00pm
Bank Holidays 10.30am – 1.00pm
(Easter to August Only)
BUSES
The main bus stops are on the High Street. For
timetables contact the Tourist Information
Centre or consult www.essexbus.info
RAIL TRAVEL
The nearest railway station is at Audley End
Station, about 2 miles (3.2 km) from the centre
of Saffron Walden.
Rail Enquiries – Tel: 03457 484950 
www.greateranglia.co.uk
CAR PARKING
Fairycroft Road – short stay & cycle racks
The Common – short stay & cycle racks
Rose and Crown – short stay
Swan Meadow – short and long stay &
coach parking

TOILETS
Hill Street, 8am – 5pm 
Bridge End Garden, restricted opening times
POLICE
Tel: 101
LIBRARY
2 King Street, CB10 1ES Tel: 0345 603 7628
MARKETS
Held in the Market Place on Tues & Sat.
Winner of Best Small Outdoor Market in the 
2018 Great British Market Awards.
MUSEUM
Saffron Walden Museum, Museum Street,
CB10 1JL Tel: 01799 510333
www.saffronwaldenmuseum.org
FRY ART GALLERY
Off Castle Street, CB10 1BD
Tel: 01799 513779 for opening times
www.fryartgallery.org
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ALMSHOUSES 
Park Lane and Abbey Lane
The earliest almshouse was built in 1400 by a 
charity founded by John and Elizabeth Butler. 
The building was in the form of two courtyards 
each with ten dwellings. After 1633 the building 
fell into disrepair and those now grouped in Park 
Lane and Abbey Lane were built in 1834 and are 
the replacements and extensions of the original.
AUDLEY END HOUSE & GARDENS
Audley End, CB11 4JF Tel: 01799 522842
www.english-heritage.org.uk/audley
Built by Thomas Howard, Earl of Suffolk, Lord 
Treasurer to King James I. Audley End is one of 
England’s most magnificent stately homes with 
over 30 lavishly decorated rooms, interiors by 
paintings and furnishings. Explore the Capability 
Brown parkland, 19th century parterre and 
the organic walled kitchen garden, stables and  
service wing.
AUDLEY END MINIATURE RAILWAY
The Audley End Miniature Railway is an 
exciting 1.5 mile train ride through the Essex 
countryside perfect for a day out with all the 
family! Spot the many Teddies in their Teddy 
Bear Houses around the track or try and find the 
Fairies and Elves through the Enchanted Woods!  
www.audley-end-railway.co.uk
BAPTIST CHURCH High Street
In 1774 the Baptists split with their fellow 
Nonconformists who worshipped in Abbey Lane 
Independent Church. They bought an orchard on 
the present site and built the first Baptist church 
there. The present church was built in 1878-9. 
Its latest addition is the glass door with a saffron 
crocus design. In front of the church is the town’s 
war memorial.

THE COMMON & TURF MAZE
The oldest of Saffron Walden’s open spaces, the 
Common, is a meadow on which the local people 
had grazing rights and it was also used for such 
events as tournaments. On the eastern side is the 
largest turf labyrinth still surviving in Europe. The 
‘path’ winds for about one mile through the turf 
within a circle 100 feet (30.5 mtrs) in diameter. 

FRIENDS’ MEETING HOUSE High Street
The Quakers still gather at this meeting place 
in the High Street where they first met in 1676.  
The Meeting House was altered many times over 
the years and was rebuilt in the 1870s by the 
Gibsons.
BATTLE DITCHES
The medieval earthwork popularly known as 
the Battle Ditches is the surviving SW corner 
(visible today linking Gibson Gardens to Abbey 
Lane) of a large, rectangular circuit enclosing 
the medieval town area. The course of the ditch, 
now mostly buried, has been traced round much 
of the town through archaeological excavations 
over the years. It is perhaps best referred to as the 
Town Ditch, as it was essentially a Norman and 
medieval boundary marker.
SAFFRON SCREEN
Saffron Walden’s Independent, not for profit 
cinema, open every Friday, Saturday, Sunday 
and Monday, with additional screenings in 
school holidays. The cinema shows a range 
of mainstream, independent, art-house and 
children’s films, as well as a wide range of 
live special events. Opened in 2006, it has a 
comfortable 200 seat auditorium with a wide 
screen and full surround sound, refreshments and 
free parking. www.saffronscreen.com
SAFFRON HALL
Saffron Hall is an award winning, 740 seat 
performance space within the grounds of Saffron 
Walden County High School. Saffron Hall hosts 
an annual season of concerts and events featuring 
local, national and international artists. Opened in 
November 2013, the £10 million hall has a much-
praised flexible acoustic and state-of-the-art 
facilities that surpass those of more established 
venues. www.saffronhall.com
UNITED REFORMED CHURCH Abbey Lane 
The place of worship for another of the 
Nonconformist groups, the United Reformed 
Church was built in 1811 as a Congregational 
Chapel. With an Ionic four-column portico, it 
replaced the original church of 1694, which in 
turn was built on the site of the barn where the 
congregation first worshipped.

www.visitsaffronwalden.gov.uk  Instagram: /swtic
www.facebook.com/saffronwalden Twitter: @swtic



6.TheEightBells
TheEightBellsisoneofthe27GradeII*listed
buildingsinSaffronWaldenandisanamalgam

of
differentelements.Therangeatrightanglestothe
roadisfifteenthcenturywhilethestreetfrontageisa
latesixteenthcenturyadditionwhichfeaturesacontinuous
firstfloorjettyoroversailingdevelopedtocreatebiggerroomson
thisfloor.Ithasafinecarvedbressumerbeam

whichistheexposedhorizontalbeam
thatsupports

theupperfloor.Thebuildi ngisoneofthefew
buildingsinthetownwithbothfirstandground

floorwindowsintheiroriginalpositions.ThememorialonthebridgeovertheM
adgateSladeto

ChiefConstableCamplingcommemorateshismurderafterhelefttheEightBellspubonenight-
hisallegedassailantwasfoundnotguiltyattrial.

2.TheOldSunInn
ThecrossroadsatwhichtheOldSunInn
standshastimberframedbuildingsonall
fourcorners.TheOldSunInnisarangeof
GradeIlistedhomesandshopsdatingfrom
thefourteenthcenturywithmanydifferent
typesofdecorativeplasterworkcalled
‘pargetting’.Theseincludeincisedrepeat
patterns,somefreehanddesignsandlater
bas-reliefofbirdsandfruit,possiblydating
to1676.Theendgable(pictured)shows
twofiguresandopinionisdividedast o
whethertheyareTom

HickathriftandThe
W
isbechGiantorGogandM

agog.

3.M
useum

andCastleRuins
Themuseum

collectionsarehoused
inoneoftheoldestpurposebuilt
museum

buildingsinthecountry,
completedin1835.Itsethnographic
collectionisofnationalimportance.It
haseverythingfrom

mammothtuskstomummies,from
anearly

Tudorbedtoanaturalhistorygallery.WaldenCastlewasbuiltby
GeoffreydeM

andeville3rdEarlofEssexinthe1130sor40s.Thekeepruin sofflint
andmortar(pictured)areallthatremains,butthelineoftheinnerandouterbailey
helpedcreatetheshapeofthetowncentretoday.TheruinsareGrade1listed.

4.CastleStreet
Thisstreetwaspartofthenew

town
planofthe1140sbutmostofthe
timberframedhallhousesnow

date
from

around1500.Someofthe
housesareGradeII*listed
propertieswithmanyexamplesof
ancientandmodernpargetting.
Thereareanumberofunusual

Wealdenhouses,theeasiesttoidenti fy
isatNo49/51(pictured).Thisstyleofhallhouseunderasingleroof
isnormallyassociatedwithKent.Thehousealsohasslidingsash
windowswhicharecommonlyfoundinSaffronWaldenhouses.By
the1800sthiswasthepoorersectionoftownwithmanyofthe
housesdividedintosmallcottages.Clearbreaksinthe
rooflinesgivecluesastotheextentoftheoriginalhouses.

10.TheRows
AtthestartoftheRows,onthecornerofKing
StreetandCrossStreetstandsalargelate
fifteenthcenturyhallhouse(pictured).The
houseshowsclearlyhow

largehouseswere
dividedintothreedifferentelementswiththe
openhallsectionhavingitsroofraisedinthe
eighteenthcentury.TheRowswerethe
town’sshoppingcentrefrom

medievaltimes
onwards,with33ofthe46shopsinthetown
sitedtherein1630.Theshopsstartedas

marketstallsandprogressedt obecomepermanenthomeandbusinesspremisescombined.
OnCrossStreetaresomeofthebestpreservedTudorshopwindowswhichhadshuttersthat
openedtoprovideacounterandacanopyoverthegoods.

9.TheOldCrossKeys
TheCrossKeysisafifteenth
centurytimberframedformer
houseandshopwithlater
additions.Theroofwasraisedin
theearlynineteenthcenturyand
new

windowsaddedontheground
andfirstfloorsoftheKingStreet
frontage.Theplasterontheentire
timberframedsectionwastakenoff
intheearlytwentiethcenturyandsomefirstfloorwindowsreinstated.
AtthecornerofKingStreetandHighStreetonthegroundfloorare
twooftheoriginalfifteenthc enturyshopwindows.

Listedbuildings
Listedbuildingsmentioned
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1.M
arketPlace

ThemarketisstillheldhereonTuesdaysand
Saturdaysasithasbeensincethethirteenth
century.TheM

arketPlaceisdominatedby
Victorianbuildings.BarclaysBankwasdesigned
byEdenNesfieldasabankforGibson&

Co.in
1874.Thestoneporticoandtimberframed
additionstotheGeorgianTownHallwere
designedbyEdwardBurgessandwereagiftto
thetownfrom

GeorgeStaceyGibsonin1879.
TheTouristInformationCentreishousedhere.
Thedrinki ngfountain(pictured)wasalsoa
gifttothetownfrom

theGibsonfamilyin
1863tocommemoratethemarriageofThePrinceofWalesto
PrincessAlexandraofDenmark.TheLibrary,onceTheCorn
Exchange,isofItalianatestyledesignedbyRichardTressand
completedin1848.

5.FryArtGalleryandBridgeEndGarden
ThepathtoBridgeEndGardenpassestheFryArtGallery
whichwasbuiltin1856byFrancisGibsontoholdhis
personalartcollection.Itwastheninheritedbyhis
daughterElizabethFry.Since1987ithas
housedacollectionoftheworksofthe
GreatBardfieldgroupofartistswhosettled
intheEssexcountrysideinthe1930s.
Startedbyhisfather,itwasFrancisGibson
whoexpandedBridgeEndGardenintroducing
aDutchgarden,rosegarde n,kitchengarden,
wildernessarea,hedgemazeandalovelysouthfacing
lawnwithasummerhouse(pictured).Thegarden
hasnow

beenrestoredwithhelpfrom
theHeritage

LotteryFund.
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8.ParishChurchofStM
arytheVirgin

TheearliestfeaturesofthelargestparishchurchinEssex
datefrom

1250butthemajorityofthechurchwasrebuilt
inthePerpendicularstylebetween1470and1525.The
churchsizereflectsthewealthofthetownattheheight
ofthesaffrontrade.W

iththeadditionofthespirein
1832thetoweris193feet(59m)high.Theinteriorofthe

churchhasawonderfulorgan
withspectacularTrompetaReal
pipes,ninemedievalbrasses
andsomefines tainedglass
windows.Amongthe
monumentsareLordAudley’s
Belgianslatetombinthesouth
chapelandR.A.Butler’s
memorialplaque,hisgravebeing
attheeastendofthechurchyard.
www.stmaryssaffronwalden.org

7.1,M
yddyltonPlaceandTheClose

1,M
yddyltonPlace(pictured)isGradeIlistedandisoneof

thefinestmedievalbuildingsinthetown.Itwasbuiltasa
combinedshop,homeandwarehouseinthe1490s.
ThereisafinedoorwayintoBridgeStreetanda
carveddragonpostonthecorner.Thesackhoist
intheroofwasaddedintheearlynineteenth
centurywhenpartofthebuildingwas
convertedtoamalting.Diagonallyacross
theroadfrom

M
yddyltonPlacestands

TheClose,afinelatefifteenthcenturytimber
framedhousewithlateradditionsincludinganunusual
seventeenthcentury‘Spider’window.
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The path to Bridge End G
arden passes the Fry A

rt G
allery w

hich w
as built in 

1856 by Francis G
ibson to hold his personal art collection. 

It w
as then inherited by his daughter  Elizabeth Fry

Since 1987 it has housed a  collection of the 
w

orks of the G
reat Bardfield group of artists 

w
ho settled in the Essex countryside in the 

1930s. Started by his father, it w
as Francis 

G
ibson w

ho expanded Bridge End G
arden 

introducing a D
utch garden, rose garden, kitchen 

garden, w
ilderness area, hedge m

aze and a lovely 
south facing law

n w
ith a sum

m
erhouse (pictured). 

The garden has now
 been restored w

ith help from
the H

eritage Lottery Fund. Bridge End G
arden w

as
com

m
ended in the 2018 U

K
 H

eritage Aw
ards as a  

“H
idden G

em
”. w

w
w.fryartgallery.org


